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IMPORTANT FROM MEXICO.
The fullowing detailed accounts of the expedition
to Tehuacan, and of the narrow escape of Gen. Santa

Anna, which have hitherto been shadowed forth in a
somew hat condensed form, will be found of the great-
est interest at the present time. No events that have
transpired since the accounts reached us of the noble
exploits achieved in the basin of Mexico have, we

think, been recorded with so graphic a force and vigo-
rous & pen.— Union,

From the New Orleans Picayuue, Feb. 15

Mexico.

Expedilon against Tehuacan.— Narrow escape of
Santa Anna.—Oceupation of Orizaba by American
troops.~ Establishment of an American govern-
ment tn Orizaba.— Descriplion of the country.

By the steamship New Orleans, which arrived on
Saturday last, we received from Mexico a volumin-
ous correspondence and full files of papers. Having
already communicated the great event reported by
this arrival the negotiation of the terms of an agree
ment by which an end isto be put to the war—we
now proceed to bring up the details of other intelli-
gence received by the same conveyance. It wil! be
found to be of the highest interest. Since the battles
of the valley of Mexico, we have had nothing more
graphic thas the following long letter of our special
correspondent, giving an account of a gecret expedi-
tion against Tehuacan and Orizaba. It is due to our
correspondent, whose letters for several weeks often
reach us in a single package, to say, that a letter
below, written just before he started off with Gen.
Lane's expedition, was de<patched before the treaty,
or projet of a treaty, was signed. His speculations
us to the ability of the Mexican government to en-
furee any treaty will possess their proper weight, even
now. * * * With these prefatory remparks, we
leave our correspondent to speak for himself, adding
to lus letter such other items from the papers as we
find of interest.

[ 8pecial Correspondence of the N. O. Picayune.]

Though the following letter of our correspondent is
not of the jatest date, his speculations we deem well
worthy of attention :

Crry or Mexico, January 17, 1848,

I perceive by the papers which have been received
here, that the policy to be pursued in the further pros-
ecution of the war, or 1o the demands to be made of
the enemy in case of negotiation, have become the
leading topic before Congress and throughout the
country. Some of the leading statesmen have frank-
ly avewed their views, and others, it is said, were
sbout 1o define their positions.” Without doubt, a
crisis in the war has arrived, when it is necessary to
to determine upon the occupation of the country, or
to draw an indemnifying line ; for if the war 18 prose-
cuted with the view of obtaining & peace from the
shadow of a government at Queretaro, or from a gov-
ernment which may be assembled under the auspices
of American arms, the army must remain in the
country to secure the fulfilment of the treaty, which
would involve us inall the expenses of occupation
without its benefits, and would, by the high taxes,
and burdensome exactions, which alone can furce a
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valley of Mexico in quest of guerilias; and after
|giving it a thorough search, to march in the direction
of Santa Anna's residence for the time being. The
expedition, consisting of two companies of the 3d
dragoons, under the command of Capt. Duperu and
Lieuts. Adde and Martin; a company of mounted ri-
fles, commanded by Lieut. Claiborne : and four com-
panies of Texas rangers, commanded by Captains

Evans—numbering in all about 350 officers and wen
—left Mexico on the morning of the 18th, taking the

mand of the dragoons and rifles, and Col. Hays in
chief command of the mngers, accompanied the expe-
dition, together with Major Chevalie, formerly of the
rangers, Captain Crittenden of the rifles, and Lieu-
tenant Butler, Dr. Hunt, of Kentucky, and Mr. Mer-
riwether, of Indiana—the former aid, and the two
latter volunteer aida of General Butler, who followed
the expedition as volunteers. We arrived al the
Vinta del Chalco about four o'clock in the morning,
after a futiguing march of near thirty miles under a
hot sun, and over a road covered with dust. The
next morning, crossing the mountains enclusing the
vallev, we reached Rio Frio about nine o'clock, when
information was obtained which led to the belief that
guerillas were to be found between there and San
Martin. About midway bhetween Rio Frio and San
Martin we met General Marshall, with the advance
of his train. Some of his officers, in command of the
rear guard, reported that about two hiundred guerillas
lad been following them and threatening an atiack
the whole moming. Tuming frum the road at the
point where the guerillas were reported to have been
last seen, General Lane detached two companies of
the command to pursue them, and ordered the re-
mainder to march on to San Martin, and there await
his arrival. The General made a circuit of some ten
or iwelve miles in search of the enemy, and, after
being convinced of the fruitlessness of the scout,
marched on to San Martin, and there the whole com-
mand took up quarters for the night. From a very
intelligent Belgian, at whose hacienda, while on the
scout, we were very hospitably received, we learned
the certainty that Jaranta was wounded in his affair
with the rangers in the valley of Mexico, but not so
severely ns was generally supposed. The wound, the
Belgian informed us, was in the bridle arm, and was
slight. Eight of Jarauta’s men were killed, and
several badly wounded. Early the next morning the
march was resumed in the direction of Puebla ; and,
shortly afier Jeaving San Martin, we met Col. Miles,
in command of the rear of General Marshall's train,
by whom we were informed that General Rea had

peace, exasperate a people whose character for vin-
dictiveness 1s notorious, and create an animosity be-
tween the two mmces, which maust, if occupation is
forced upon us—and to my mind it appears clear, the
perversity of the Mexican leaders, political and mik-
tary, will force that policy upon us—make Mexico
to us what [reland is to England—perpetually alien
in language, in religion, in manners and customs,
and 1u feeling. It is clear that the absence of a fixed
and taugible object in the prosecution of the war, and
the hope inspired by each successive victory of a
speedy peace, has despoiled us of the legitimate
fruits of those victories. After the battles of Palo
Alto and Resaca de la Palma, Ampodia should never
have been allowed to gather his army for the defence |
of Monterey, nor Santa Anna to assemble his grand |
army at San Luis Potosi, but the onward movement

should have been so rapid and decisive, that the capi- |
tal would be in our hands in three months from the

opening of the war. The same hope of coaxing a

peace has proved equally vain during the operstions

on this line, and still there is no sign that experience

has taught wisdom. After the splendid victories ob-

tained 1n this valley, the army has been four months

here without making a movement upon the remaining

strongholds of the enemy,.and he has had ample time

to forget his defeats ; and if we are to eredit his proc-

lamations, he is aghun about to prepare for organized

resistance. Intelligence hins been received here, that |
in San Luis Potosi, in Zacatecas, in Guadalajara, |
and in Guanajuato, the legislatures and the people |
have declared in favor of continuing the war and an
opposition to peace. They declare that, in the ab-
sence of s government of pational organization, they
will band themselves together in support of these
principles ; will appoint two persons from each State,
whose duty it shall be to elect an executive and ap-
point & chief for the army; and will do all in their
power to raise their supplies. It is true that Mexi-
can action has generally been shortcoming of their
valorous declarativns ; but it is equally true that we
have too ofien relied upon these shortcomings. This
pronunciamento is said to have been effected by a
umion of the Puros and Santa Annaists, with the
object, it is conjectured, of embarrassing, if not des-
troying, the government at Queretaro, which is
strongly suspected of being favorable to peace upon
almost any conditions,

In connexion with these belligerent demonstrations
on the part of the States | have mentioned, Bustamen-
te, now at the head of the army, bellying himself in
sad disproportion to his bellipotency, has, in an ad-
dress to his countrymen, expressed himself ardently
desirous of being placed in a position that will enable
lum to drive the invaders from the country, and re-
cover the military fame which his whilom successful
rival, Santa Anoa, bas, lic says, by his treachery and
cowardice, lost 1o the republic. Almost simultane-
ously with this document, the address or message of
Pena y Pena—upon whom, as Chief Justice, the du-
ties of President, until Congress elects one, devulves
—appears. He calmly and candidly exposes the
evils the country Is suffering from the war, and evi- |
dently has no hope of success from its further prose- |
cution. Yet he does not commit himself for peace.
Bat even if he is in favor of it, he is too feeble a man
in j=pularity. And the probability is now that a |
quorum of the Congress he addresses will never as-
semble ; so that, could a peace be made with him, it
would not, as [ have already urged, be firm or lasting.

It is, perhaps, a weakness inseparable from our
form of government, that an nvasive war cannot be
prosecuted with that energy und decision of purpose
which mark the military operations of & monarchy or
despotism ; still, it is certain the system ol rein-
forcing the army in driblets—a system which togeth-
er with the great numerical inferiority of our armies
compared with those of the enemy, has constantly led |
him 0 hope fur ultimate success—ecan and should be |
svoided. Here there is not a sufficient force now fit |
for dut)‘. and Bumtfienti}' diic'lplulc‘d. which can be
gpared (o send on any enterprise of moment, although
it 1= four months since the city was captured. This
will appear strange, pcrhnpﬂ. to some, who set down
that under the commands of Generals Butler, Patter-
son, and Lane, about six or seven thousand men have
arrived ; but it must be considered that abuove half of
this number are in hospital, and that the remainder,
being new levies and volunteers, have not yet arrived
at the necessary state of discipline. Meantime, the
moral effect of the victories before the capital 18 being
wasted ; the enemy, if he is so disposed, is being al-
lowed time to organize pew armies; and, it must be
confessed, his disposition to do so is strengthened
much by the sentiments expressed by some of our
most prominent sintesmen who aspire to the presiden-
cy. Af it is determined that the chief cities of Mexi-
co shall all be taken, leaving out of view the possi-
buity of resistance by a part of the whole yet pos-
sessed by the enemy, itis estimated by intelligent
military men that the additioonl force of regulars and

|sacr:ﬁce of comfort was in view.

been following him the whole of the previous day,
with about three hundred men, but did not attack
him. The colomel had in his charge the largest army
and werchant train, in proportion to the number of
men he had to proteet it, that has perhaps ever passed
up the road; and if Rea continued the pursuit, it is
not improbable that he may have attempted 1o cut off
some portion of the train before it reached Rio Frio.
The colonel, however, was on the watch for him ; and
if an attack was made, Rea will find himself in ex-
cellent hands. After an easy march, we arrived here
about 3 o’clock in the afternvon. The general was
received with the honors due to his rank; and the
hearty cheers of the troops gurrisoning the city, as he
entered, manifested an enviable popularity,

The vicinity of the city is infested with robbers,
depredations upon travellers are constantly commit-
ted. The day before we arrived here, a Mexican
going out in the direction of San Martin, with a sup-
ply of gouds for his country etore, was met by them,
and the whole of his little train captured. He es-
caped to Rio Frio; and Col. Erwin, of the 5th Ohio,
being furmed of the fact, set out in pursuit of the
villains with about fifty mounted men. He came into
San Martin the night that we were there, after pene-
trating the country twenty or thirty miles from the
road, without subceeding in meeting the object of his
search. Lieut. Lilly, of Captain Lewis's company of
Louisiana mounted men, while on a scout the same
day, met a party of guerillas, a short distance from
this place, in the act of attacking a party of travel-
lers, and killed eighteen of them.

There is no considerable Mexican force now within
fifty miles in any direction from this city. The dis-
comfiture of the enemy during tne siege, and the en-
ergetic and successful expedition of Gen. Lane while
here, seattered to the winds the remnant of the Mexi-
can army. Rea is the ouly man who seems to hold
with him any portion of the army. We are inform-
ed that he has his headquarters at Matamoras, with
a force variously estimated at from 3500 to 1000 men,
and has four pieces of artillery. I do not think he
will have to eigh long for an opportunity to try his
Prowess agllﬂ.

We leave here this evening, but no one knows for
what point. Lieut. Col. Dumont and Drs. Brower
and Wooster, of the 4th Indiana, and Major Young,
of the 4th Ohio, have joined the expedition here,

D, 8.

Tenvacax, Jan. 23, 1848,

All were a good deal surprised, the evening we
left Puebla, to find themselves on the National or
Vera Cruz road, and travelling in the direction of
the latter city ; for, so far as conjecture could point
out the ultimate destination of the expedition, after
the information in relation to Rea's headquarters be-
ing at Matamoroa, (De Puebla,) and the guerillas
being in the neighborhood of Puebla, the general sup-
position was, that Rea would be attacked, or that the
General would go in search of the guerrillas reported
to be between Puebla and Rio Frio, off the road. It
was raming when we started, and for some four or
five miles of the road the night was intensely dark.
All, however, went on cheerfully ; for, with General
Lauve in commwand, and making a night march, every
man was confident that some object worthy of the
When we arrived
at Amszoque, the General, leaving the Vera Cruz
and Orizaba roads on the left, tovk o road entirely
unknown to any one but himself and his guide. For
o time it was broad and good ; but, after travelling
soine ten or twelve milex from Amazoque, we turned

|into a track but little better than a mule path; and

for about eight or ten miles the horses liad to go over
a bure and jagged limestone rock. The horses bore it
admirably ; and about 3 o'ciock in the morning we
ook up our quarters al a hacienda, near the vil-
lnge of Santa Clara, at the foot of a range of moun-
tains, alier having accomplished a march of over
forty mules.

At this place the General informed the officers that
his immediate vbject now was to capture Santa Anna,
who, he had information, was at Tehuacan with about
one hundred and fifty men. In vrder that the Mexi-
cau rhieflain might not obtain information of the
presence of our triops in this section of the country,
the General ordered every Mexican in the hacienda,
and every one found on the road during the day, to
be arrested and kept close until we lefiin the evening.
The vrder was strictly enforced ; and, at about dusk,
the march for Tehuacan, distant nearly forty miles,
was taken up, in the full hope that the wily Mexi-
can would soon be within our grasp. Shortly after
leaving the hacienda, at a part of the rvad where it
runs through a deep and parrow cut, and before the
muoon rose, the General and staff, riding in advance,
came upon a party of mounted Mexicans armed, be-
fore either saw the other, at the distance of twenty feet.
The Mexicans, eight in number, were instantly dis-
armed ; but in the rear of them we found a carriage,

volunieers—the former of which the Secretary of
War recommends shall be raised, and the latter of|
which he susgests the President shall be empowered |
to call out, but with the prospect barely pussible of |
their being needed—will be msufficient to !:;:uon
those cities and keep open communication. nd-
ministration, in thus acting, is doubtless prompted by
n spirit of ecunomy; but the system, as has already
been proved, 1s one that, in the end, is far more costly
than sending into the country at once a furce capable

of fullowing up successes with vigur, and of meeting
all emwrgencies. D.

Pursta, Januvary 21, 1848,
I wrote on the 17th instaut from Mexico, and in-
formed you that [ intended 1o accompany a secret ex-
pedition under the comumnd of General Lave, which,

from which stepped a Mexican with a paseport from
General Smith w travel from Mexico 1o Orizaba and
back. with an escort of eight armed servants. This
being discovered, the arms were of course returned,
and the cavalcade was permitted to go on.

Midway between the hacienda we had left and this
place, the rosd becomes as bare and uneven a rock
as it was o part of the march of the previous night.
The hourses, jaded from the rapidity with which we
had mouved the whole distance from the eapital, gave
signs that cautioned their riders not to push them tuo
hard ; and the i
travel with ihe ,
iad intended that the |
da and Tehuvacan shoy accomplished in about
seven hours, and that he shvald arrive there about two
i the moramg.  Would that e bad !

at the time, was supposed to be intended to scour the

-

Within eight or teu uniles of Tehuacan, the guide

3

received information that Santa Anna was, without Santa Anna's ground, in particular, was beautiful and
! doubt, nt that place, and had with bim from one hun-
| dred to two hundred men.
| man now spurred his *‘jaded seed,”" and on we went
| quick enough, until within five miles of our goal,
| where a halt of about half an hour was made, and
the plan of attack and capture disclosed by the Gen-

Roberts and Daggitt and Lieutenants Tucker and

Pinon, or Vera Cruz ruad; Major Polk in chief com- |

With renewed hope every |

eral to his officers. The party mounted ; orders
were given to ohserve the strictest silence during the
remairder of the march. The order was obeyed, you
may depend ; for every man had an intense anxiety to
secure the prize abead.

This silent march over such a country as we passed
through was impressive indeed. On our right was a
precipice rising immediately from the road to the
height of two hundred and fifiy to three bundred feet ; |
on the left was s dense growth of underwood, be- |
tween us and a lofty range of mountains, through the
gorges of which were seen occasionally the moon-lit
snowy peak of Orizaba, brilliant but bleak; and
ahead of us wasa road over a limestone rock, having
a dazzling whiteness from the moon’s rays being re-
flected upon it directly towards us. Amid the ro-
mance of scenery, the suggestion could not fail to |
present itself, that we were only about three hundred |
and fifty strong; that we were from eighty to a hun-
dred miles from reinforcements, without infantry or
artillery ; that we were treading a part of the coun-
try whicn never before knew the presence of Ameri-
can arms ; and that the enemy might have had notice
of our advance, and collected a formidable force ; but
there was an abiding confidence in the sagacity, skill,
and bravery of the commander.

At dawn we were within balf a mile of Tehuvacan.
The report of a solitary gun from the town, and the
rapid passage of lights to and fro in the buildings
next us, gave hope that the bird was about tobe caged,
and sustained the expectation of meeting an enemy.
As the command came to the entrancs of the town,
the dragoons and rifles dashed to the right and left,
and in a few minutes every outlet was stopped, and
the rangers galloped ohead towards the plaza with
their six-shooters cocked, glancing an eye on every
side, with the belief—and I think [ may say the hope
—that the enemy was on the house-tops. The ran-
gers in the plaza, in 8 moment squads were galloping
through every street ; but no enemy was to be found,
and in a few minutes we had the mortification to learn
that the great object of our search had fled two hours
before we arrived, and had taken the road to Oajaca,
with an escort of seventy-five mounted men. The
national fiags Lung out from the residences of for-
eigners, and white flags suspended from the houses of
the Mexicans in every part of the town. told that our
approach was known in advance; and it was with
chagrin it was learned that the Mexican, whose coach
and escort was stopped shortly after leaving the haci-
enda, sent by a short route across the mountains one
of his servants to communicate to Santa Anna that
American troops were oa the road, and, ns he believed,
with the intention of capturing him. Had it not been
for this treachery on the part of a man travelling un-
der an American safeguard, the surptise would
have been complete. The guide—a Mexican, whose
fidelity had been proved—after meeting the carriage,
was uneasy during the remainder of the march, and
was constantly urging the General to press the com-
mand forward with greater rapidity ; but this conld
not be done without risking the loss of the men and
horses, who were most fatigued—a weighty consider-
ation, in the position he was then in. It was sug-
gested, on arriving in town and finding Santa Anna
had fled, to press fifty or a hundred fresh horses, and
pursue him as long as there was a prospect of finding
him. But the General wisely argued that the bird
was alarmed ; and to pursue him through a country
unknown to our troops, and perfectly known to the
enemy, and with the possibility, too, that the enemy’s
forces might sceumulate on the road to & number dan-
gerous to so small a body as could be mounted, would
be secking danger, with scarcely a possibility of suc-
cess in the grand object.

The first feeling of disappointment having in a
great measure passed off, the public buildings und
suspicious private dwellings were searched, and it
was o meagre satisfaction to find in the quarters, so
recently occupied by Santa Anna, a part of his best
military wardrobe, two of his costly canes, his field
glass, and three trunks containing his lady's clothing.
This served, at all events, to show the chase was hotand
the departure hasty. His military property was ta-
ken as a legitimate spoil, and the trunks containing
his wife's clothing were turned over tothe alcalde. A
receipt was taken for them, and a letter addressed to
her illustrious husband, by the lady, informed him of
the disposition made of the trunks, and expressed re-
gret at his absence on the occasion of our appearing
in his quarters. It may seem trifling to descend to
an estimate of the value of the articles taken, but it
will serve to show the extravagance and love of dis-
play of a man who affects 10 be a republican. The
coal is almost covered with gold lace, and eannot be
worth less than seven or eight hundred dollars. This |
fell to the lotof Col. Hays, who purposes presenting
it to the government of his State. Both the canes
taken are of great value, being mounted with gold,
and diamonds, and other precious stones. One of
these became the property of an officer of the rangers,
and the other of Maj. Polk, who intends to preseat it
to the President. Two magnificent chapeaur de bras,
two pair of gold epauletts, a sash of gold cord and
bullion tassels, and an elegant writing desk—all dis-
tributed among the officers—complete the list of val-
vables captured, with the exception of the field-glass,
an excellent one, which the General appropriated to
himself—his only trophy.

During the day theAyuntamiento called on the Gen-
eral, and expressed a desire that the American forces
should occupy the town until the termination of the
war. The General told them it was not probable our
troops would hold the place at present, but assured
them of an oecasional visit of our arms to protect the
well-disposed and punish those guilty of a disubedi-
ence of the orders of the commander-in-chief. With
this they went off apparently satisfied. Several of
the respectable citizens, on presenting themselves ex-
pressed a similar desire, and some went so far as to
gay they wisbed the permanent occupation of the
country. Among the latter class wasa highly educa-
ted and intelligent Mexiean, the owner of o mine in
the vicinity, whose name [ forbear mentioning, lest

-its disclosure may injure him. He was evidently a

man who solight the good of his country, and was
eloguent in his exposition of the evils of a despotie,
a cruel, and unstable government. *[ desire,” said
he, **to see the grand plans of the United Stotes con-
summated ; [ desire 1o see its laws and institutions,
its religious freedom, its systemof general education,
and its liberal commercial system, extended over the
whole continent of North Ameriea. We have,” he
continued, *'the pame of a republic, but a single in-
stance wiil serve to show you how far cur govern-
ment has been deserving of that appellation. [n this
town we have four thousand people ; but in your coun-
try they would not be ealled people, because of that
four thousand no more than two hundred possess the
degree of intelligence necessary for self-government.
In the struggle between military robbers and political
miscreants for power and plunder, the country has
been lost; and, sir,” addressing himself to the Gen-
eral in an earnest and emphatic manner, “if there is
a presibility of elevating this people to the capacity
of self-government—and [ believe there is—I repeat
my wish to have your laws and institutions spread
over us. This, sir, is the wish of the intelhgent,
thinking, honest citizens of Mexico."

Orizana, Jan. 25, 1848,
We left Tehuacan for this city early on the morn-
ing of the 234, after a rest of a day and mght; and

a few miles from the town came to a hacienda of
Santas Annoa's, at the base of a mountain, and at the
entrance of a narrow valley. The hacienda was
hi hed, bu hi } i
e T T R
the valley, the greater part of the road for six or
eight miles being rough and jagged, and cver a naked
lime-stune rock, as had been occasionally the case in
the two preceding marches. It must not be inferred,
however, that because the road was a naked rock, the
valley we were penetrating was barren. Not.so;

some fields of wheat—the only crop now grow
were as fioe as was ever seen; and the wheat on

i“Pp.und

rich in appearance. But he has taken advantage of
a stream which runs through the walley, to irrigate
his land—an economy the other proprietors seem to
have neglected ; and he has the benefit of his superi-
or management, or rather, 1 suppose, the superior
management of his stewards. Here, too, and for the
first time since we left the valley of Mexico, we saw
the pimento tree, in full bearing.

This valley runs, say ten or twelve miles, in a nor-
therly direction, and then, turning abruptly to the
east, parrows into & mountain gorge, where there are
numerous passes capable of successful defence by a
small force agninst a largely superior one; but, al-
though we were warned to be eautious in marching
through this gorge, lest the enemy should surprise us,
we passed through it without meeting a combatant.
The road is a continuous ascent. After travelling
three or four miles through the gorge, the clouds be-
fore us, and an occasjonal glimpse of Orizaba's snow,
muoch nearer than is pleasing to the imagination of a
man accustomed to a warm climate, gave intimation
that we were ascending n lofty mountain. At the
top, governed by a single impulse, the whole eolumn
halts, and officers and men rush from the line to be-
hold a scene, perhaps unequalled in the world for
beauty and magnificence. Befure us were two ranges
of mou.tains, running parallel at a very short distance
apart, the tops enveloped in clouds, as we were our-
selves, were invisible, but the sun penetrating the
mist, gave to their barren sides an ashy whiteness ;
the numerous mule paths traversing them in every
direction, appeared like so many fiery serpents; and
beneath the fields of grass, corn, and etubble, alterna-
ted with the regularity of squares on a chequer-board.
The churches and haciendas on the plain, all white
as snow, added, by the contrast with the green, in no
small degree to the charm of the scepe. I find my-
self’ guilty of the egotism of attempting a description
of a scene that would baflfle the most gifted pen or
pencil, and can only offer as an excuse the unelfacea-
ble 1mpression it made vpon my memory—an im-
pression that would not brovk neglect.

The valley we were gazing upon was the valley of
Orizaba. The road down the mountain side must
have been cut at an immense cost. It is about a mile
in a direct line, but the steepness of the descent made
it necessary to have a road five times that length, and
{requently when a companion is within hearing of an
ordinary voice, to reach you by the bends of the road,
he has to travel a quarter of a mile. In one of the
turns, from the side of the rock, where it has been
blasted, to the depth of two or three hundred feet, a
spring gushes and falls almost from the top into an
artificial basin, and thence finds its way by subterra-
neous passages into the valley. This is one of the
sources, and [ am told the main source, uof the Alva-
rado river.

At the foot of the mountain the General was met
by the curate and Ayuntamiento of the small village
of' Acalzingo, bearing o white flag. They accompa-
nied us into the village, pointed out good quarters in
the cleanest and best managed country inn I have
seen in Mexico, and men and horses found a good
night’s rest,

This city was now but seventeen miles distant.
From what had been heard on the road, it was expec-
ted a defence of it would be attempted ; but, about 3
o’clock in the morning, a deputation came to the
General from the Ayuntamiento, requesting to know
what terms he would agree to, if the keys of the city
were given up to him. The reply was, that they
would know bis terms when he had possession.
With this the deputation returned; and at about 3
o'clock in the morning, the troops were on the last
day's march to Orizaba—350 men were on their way
to take a ecity of 20,000 1o 25,000 population. To
cut the matter short, the Ayuntamiento, the principal
clergyman, and many of the respectable inhapitants,
met the command al out three miles from the city, and
after, at their own request, being informed of what
the troops would want, a portion went ahead to pro-
vide fur them, and the remainder, accompanying the
General, on arriving at the gates, gave up the keys
of the city to bimm. On entering, we found a white
flag displayed at every house, and the whole popula-
tion seemed to have turned out to witness our entry,
and showed a degree of confidence that was decidedly
complimentary. On conversing with some of the
most friendly of the citizens, we found that there
were about 100 or 150 guerillas Lere last night, who
were ambitions of defending the city at the gate by
which we entered, or who pretended they were.
Whether they were sincere or not, is a matter of but
little moment ; but the citizens, desirous of avoiding
thuse excesses which always will take place after a
successful assault, wisely cleared the rascals out early
in the morning.

Orizana, Jan. 26, 1848,

We are now quietly and comfortably quartered here,
and the inhabitants seem thus far to be satisfied with
our presence. The General hus appointed Major Polk,
wilitary and civil governor of the city; Cul. Du-
mont, attorney general; and Col. Hays, commander
of troops, Inquiries are about being instituted in
relation to eertain matters of importance, the nature
of which will be revealed by the orders I enclose,
As scon as these inquiries sre concluded, you will be
informed of the result. You willalso find a corres-
pondence between the Ayuntamiento of Cordova and
the General, requesting him to oecupy their city.
The people in this part of the country are generaily
peaceable, and all that was wanting 1o put down the
guerillas who have rendezvoused in the neighborhood,
wae the presence of sufficient force to countenance
and support the Wwell disposed. The good conduet of
the troops on the march, and since their arrival here,
has nassisted much in conciliating the people, and
the durability of first impressions is proverbial. Col.
Bankhead, we learn, is on his way here with 1,000 or
1,200 men and several pieces of artillery, and is ex-
pected to arrive at Cordova to-night. If he does, he
will be here to-morrow. This amount of well con-
ducted troops in and about here will be of great ser-
vice in protecting life and property from guerilla
depredations, und in encouraging our friends to speak
their sentiments boldly, be they what they may, for

ce or for occupation, We shall remain here vntil
Col. Bankhead arrives; how much longer, I do not
know., From this peint it is probable the General
will take the direct road to Puebla, and thence as ra-
pidly as possible to Mexico, where it is expected the
San Luis expedition will be preparing about the time
we arrive. Should Rea orany of the guerilla par-
ties lic on the road, you may depend they will not be
allowed much rest.

I will conclude this letter by giving you a copy of
a memorandum furnished by a person in Puebla, in
relation to the character and disposition of the peo-
ple in the towns and villages we have passed through
from Puebla to this place, and in like places on the
direct road from here to Puebla. D. 8.

On the road to Orizaba, via Tehuacan.

AmazoQue.— Without troops, but the quarters of a
band of robbers or guerilleros, which are daily rob.
bing near the gates of Puoebla.

Tepeaca.—Without troops. This town sent a
commission of the municipality to the governor some
time since, to obtain permission to arm fifty men asa
police to guard against robbers; which has been
granted on ceriain conditions. They are under
American protection ; and, besides, safeguards are in

ion of a few of the inhabitants, a majority of
whom are favorable to the United States, but are nat
strong enough to manifest their vpposition openly to
the guerilla parties. The sub-prefect of this town is
opposed to the municipality, and is hostile to Ameri-
cans.

TeacoTEPEQUE—(ten leagues this side of Tehua-
can.)—This place is famous as being a village of

r o

TeuvacaN.—There may be, although it is not
probable, & few hundred troofid here, in consequence
of the last promunciamento in favor of a Spanish
prince; and if Santa Anna is still there, he might
bave joined them with his escort. There are main
roads leading to and from Tebuacan—one to this city,
(Puebla,) one to Oajaca, and the third to Orizaba.
Rubbers are scarcely ever found on the Oajaca road ;
but if they should, by any chance, get on it, they are
the Indians and exterminated. This
the road by which any furce or

be |
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manding officer at Tehuacan will retreat or escape.
The inbabitants of Tehuacan are peaceable, and no-
thing is known of their being ill-disposed.

Prexte Covorapo.~-Half way to Orizaba from
Tehuacan, where the mountains begin. No village ;
nothing but a bridge and a small house; but this
| point has always been a rendezvous for robbers, and
| they are now going about in bands of fifty, ome hun-
;d!‘l‘d. and even more. At Pueme Colorado, the road
| from Puebla joins that from Tehuncan.

The main road from Puebla to Orizaba is as follows :
[ AMAZOQUE.
| Sax AcusTIN EL PALMER.—No troops, but a great
i number of robbers are living here.
| Acacivgo.—-Without truops, but a most famous
| place for robbers, who go on the Orizaba road, and
the national road, to Vera Cruz. It is reported that
their number amounts to three hundred.

Puexte Covorapo.

Acarcingo.—AL the foot of the mountains in the
valley of Orizaba. A small village, with quiet and
peaceable inhabitants.

Orizana.—The majority of the inhabitants at this
city are most anxious to see the Americans there,
Several of them have safeguards from General Scott.
There are many Frenchmen and other foreigners es-
tablished at Orizaba, who are decidedly friendly. *

. > * There are some troops in
Orizaba, the number of which isestimated at from 150
to 200; but, as they are constantly moving to and
from Huatusco, nothing certain is known about them.

Huarusco.—-A small town in the midst of the
mountains. The road to it is very bad, and only prac-
ticable for packmules and horses accustomed to such
roads. The goverument of the State of Vera Cruz
resides at this place, and a few troops are stationed
there.

Cornova.—A small village or town on the road to
Vera Cruz from Orizaba. There are no troops there;
but it is probable the guerilla parties from Vera Cruz
pay the place an occasional visit.  * . "‘

GENERAL REMARKS.

The robber parties in general do not travel the
main road, but seek it only for the purpose of robbing
travellers. They have sentinels placed, and disappear
as soon as strong bodies of armed men show them-
selves, The civil authorities of all the villages know
the robbers, and can point out their houses, names, and
other particulars.

THE AYUSTAMIENTO OF CoRDOVA,
No date—received Jan. 25,

This Ayuntamiento, united to-day in session, together with
many of the principal persons of this place, resolved to send
a deputation to wait on your excellency,and invite yoor
peaceable eniry into, and stay in this city. This the Ayun-
tamiento hopes from your accredited justice and prudence.

The deputation consists of the Curate Fraucisco Jalavera,
Jose M. Gampo, Pedio Prebost, Francisco Mayobre, and the
undersigued as president of the body.

1 have the honor to say to your excellency, that we hum-
bly beg of you to receive the deputation, who will have the
booor to present themselves to you on the road.

1 subseribe mysell your humble servant,
J. JOAQUIN APRERA.

To the Gexerar cod’ging the Americau forces in Orizaba,

[awswER ]
HeAvquaRTERs, GEN, LANE's CoMmanp.
Orizaba, January 26, 1848,
To the depulation of the Ayuntamiento,
and principal citizens of Cordova :

The General commanding the American forces at this place
has received your communication touching his proposed
visit to your city, and is pleased to be infuimed of your
peaceable and friendly disposition towards him, aod the troops
under his command.

The Geneial has not positively determined whether he
will extend his march to Cordove or not, but informs vou
that he will not start thither to-day. Whenever he shall
aniive in your place, he assures you that the principles here-
tufore anoounced by him in other places, and announced by
all other American commanders, will be strictly pursued,
namely: the protection of private property, respect for re=-
ligious opinions, and exact justice towards all,

The General begs to present you the assurance of his dis-
tinguisbed consideration.

JOSEPH LANE, Bng. Gen. U. 8. A,
HeapquArTERS, GEN. LANE’ CoMmMAND,
Orizaba, January 23, 1848,

OrpeErs—I1, Col. Hays, Texas volunteers, is hereby ap-
pointed commander of all the American forces in this city
and its vicioity.

2. Major Polk, 34 dragoons, is hereby appointed civil and
military governor of Onzaba.

3. Lieut. Col. Dumout, 4th Indiana volunleers, is ap-
pointed attorney general.

3. The civil and military governor will cause inquiry to
be made forthwith of the robberies lately committed upon
the merchant trains by bands of guerillas; whether those
bands have bern countenanced by the municipal authorities
of this place, or allowed to here barbory whether the pro-
perty thus taken has been sold here; what dnfposlilum has
been made of the proceeds, and cause speedy justice to be
executed in the premises.

6. Private property of foreign residents or peaceable
Mexican citizens will be protected, and all religious rights,
together with the church property, scropulously respected.

G. All crimes and disorders, whether committed by the
soldiers, followers, and retainers of the American army, up-
on the property and persons of the residents and citizens of
Mexico, or by those residents and ritizens vpon the property
and persons of the soldiers, followers, and jetainers of the
American aimy, will be detected, tried, and severely pun-
ished according to the provisions of the geuneral orders,
published at Tampico in February last, (and siuce republish-
ed several times,) declazing martis] law, and the mode of ad-
ministering the same.

By commacd of Brig. Gen. Lane:

G. E. PUGH,
Capt. 4th Ohio Volonteers, Aid-de-Camp.
HeADQUARTERS, GEN. LANE"s CoMmaND.
Orizaba, Jan. 26, 1848,

Onpers. —Information having been received justifying the
commanding geoeral in the belief toat tobacco belongiug to
the government of Mexico is at this time in the town or vi-
cinity, you are therefore directed 10 1ake immediate meas-
ures for the seizing und secuiing of the same; after which,
you are direcled 1o organize = commission for the purpose of
ascertaining whether the tobacco thus seized is or is not sub-
ject to confiscation. All such tobacco as may be found sub-

ject 1o confiscation, you are directed to sell in such way as
may be best calculated to insuie a good piice.

By the command of Brig. Gen. Lane:

G. E. PUGH,
Capt. 4th Ohio Volunteers, Aid-de-Camp.

To Major Powk, Civil and Miliiary Gov. of Orizaba.

[Made a seizure]
Osrice oF THE CiviL axp MILITARY GOYERNOR.
Orizaba, January 26, 1848,

Oroers No. 1.—The Ayuntamiento are hereby directed to
make diligent search and ioquiry for all American horses,
mules, arms, equipments, and property laken from avy of the
trains, or now 10 this city and neighborhood and eause the
same W be forthwith delivered to the civil snd military gove
ernor.

They are also directed to deliver vp the American ptison-
ers and deserless in this city asd neighborhood, and to give
all possible information concerning others.

They are further requited 1o cause sewch to be made for
the property lately taken from the merchant trains, pursuant
to the viders yesterday pubiished by Brig. Gen. Lane;
give information whether the property, or any part of it, bas
been sold here, and what disposition has been made of the
proceeds of any such sales.

By the governor:

GEO., EARL MANEY, Secretary, &e,

Orrice oF THE Crvir axp Minrany GovERNOR.
Urizaba, January 26, 1848,
Ouper No. 2.—As president of the Ayuvnlamiento, you
are required to remit immediately to this office a copy of the
commuuication received hy you on the mnight of the 24th
inst., from the sdmivistrator of tobacco, requiring yoe 1o re-
ceive the tubacco which remained in the warehouses (o this
city ; also copies of all other commuuications which passed
beiween yoursell and the administiaior 1elative to said lo-
baeco; 85 it has been understood that Contador Yguaciu Ca-
sasola appropriated said tobaceo, and remuved it yesteiday
moming ‘o his owan house. .
You are slso required to furnish immediately the keys of
the several warehuuses of this enty.
By the Governor:
. GEO. EARL MANEY, Secretary, &e,

New Mn:._Am;A;lsxuxxr.—'_I“T;--mail has com-
menced running daily between this city and Patriot,

[ndinna, so that letters and papers put into the Post
Otice here before 8 o’clock in the morning, will reach

Patriot, by the mail boats, at 4 o'clock 1o the afier-
noon. Letters mailed at Patriot befure nocn, will
reach Louisville the same day, and this city the next

“{‘ben. is an Irregular weekly land mail between
Cincinnati and Patriot ; but all wail matter should go
by the boats, in order to sccure prompiness and cer-
tainty in the delivery.—Cin. Eng. .

T e e o SV

f The Harmony of Federal Whiggery.
The following is an apt hit at the karmony of the
Federal Whig party. We copy from the Michigan.
City News!

“A LEAY FROM SHAKESPEARE”

WITH ADDITIONS, RY JOUN SMITH.

Wiie Cousci Roox—Enter Corwin, Gresley and
Taylor.
Greeley. “You can’t come it,” General :
Clay with Boston, now, hath made his pesce ;
His “Orleans Speech,” hath well repented of,
His “Mendenhall reply,” amply atoned for.
That he hath slaves at Ashland, no one doubts,
Bat since 1n public lie s with the north,
Hiw private views are nought. His mighty mind,
Did ever hold, ns we remember well,
Twao separate opinions—political and ;
We hope by these to double-drag the Union,
And calch the unthinking masses in our pet.
When warlike Slavers come within our reach,
We'll point 10 Buena Vista's bloody hills,
And show the Junior Clay, wrapl in a soldier's shrowd.
The Flag of Liberty. We'll instance then
The ity buman chattels now at labor hard
In bondage 10 our High Church convert—
This the South to win. Then to the North
We'll fling the Lexingtonian Platform,
Italicising that which Slavery condemns,
And intermixing, ns we well know how,
Some cunning inferences, 1o catch “fanatics.”
Thus hive we planned—success is certain !
Indebted are we much to thee, “Old, Rough !
Thy magic name gave sirength and triumph
To the despairing, in the late elections.
We need thee now no longer. Spots
Bloody and criminal are upon thy garments!
The innocents of Mexico aloud now cry
To heaven *gainst Polk, and Scott, and thee!
Corwin. Old man! go back 1o scenes of strife and
blood.
And teach repentance to your “brotal™ troops.
To Ashland’s Farmer, or perchance, myself
Will whigs en masse, award their highest praise.
The injured patriots of our sister land
Will doubiless ‘welcome thee with bloody hands’
To a maravder's denth—*a hospitsble grave.”
Taylor. Pardon my sbruptness—I will not back ;
I am o0 ligh born to be property'd ;
To be a secondary at control,
Or vseful serving-man and instroment
To nn{ prating iawyer in this Upion.
Whig leaders tirst enkindled my ambitien
To mount the ladder Presidential,
And brought in matter that should feed this fire
And now "tis far 100 huge to be blown out,
With the same weak wind which did enkindle it.
T'hey taught me how 1o blow both hot and coid,
Acquainted me the way to win the prize ;
Yea, thrust this enterprise into my heart :
And come yo now to lell me Clay has made
His peace with Boston ? What's that to me?
1, by the glory of my warlike deeds,
After James K. do claim the chuir for mine.
And now, when nearly won, must | go back
Because that Clay hath made his peace with Boston?
Am I her slave? What efforis hath she made
To further my strong claims >  What letters writ,
Conventions held, or eulogies pronounced ?
I never have received her “aid or comforn.”
Have I not heurd the populace ery out
“Hurrah for Taylor” as | passed their towns?
Have 1 not here the best cards for the game,
To win this essy match played for a erown
And shall I now give o'er the cherished hope ?
Go back ! and blast my prospects in their br:om?
No! no! my soul, it never shall be said.
My banner 1s not made lo retregrade :
Adrance, is sweeter to the soldier's ear
Than that base word Retreat.
Give o'er entreating traitorous Wagon Boy;
No prayer that thou canst make can move me.
M sre “grape” shall riddle up thy koavish plans

T'han Braggz at Angostury gave the foe.
1 never will surrender, Ezeunt.

(<7~ We call attention to the article from the Phil-
adelphia Saturday Courier, contzining well deserved
encomiums on the Directors of our Railroad, for their
liberality in sustaining Mr. Cathcart in the prosecu-
tion of an enterprise which, although it will be to their
benefit, was us yet untried. We hope sincerely that
the experiment will succeed—and we have every rea-
son to think it will, both from the character of the
inventor, who has not his superior in the West as a
thorough mechanician, versed iu every branch relating
to mechanical forces, and the opinions of well guali-
fied pro essional men. Mr. Cathicart is claimed by
the Courier as if he were a Philadelphia mechanic ;
but he merely exercised his calling there for a few
years, and is now essentinlly a Western man.

By the simple improvement on breaks, he saved the
company, in the course of three or four years, between
five and six thousand dollars.— Mudison Banner.

New Locodorive.—A new and eplendid locomo-
tive, with quite a new feature in construction, from

the well known shop of Mr. M. W, Baldwin, left this
jeity on Friday last, destined for the Madison and In-
jdisnapolis Railroad. And, as it is the intention of
|that enterprising company, by means of this engine,
to supply the place of stationary engines and horse
power, on inclined planes, we think it proper to give
a description of its construction, as it may be inter-
esting to many of our readers. It is a large and pow-
erful locomotive, placed upon eight driving wheels,
which are connected to a pair of inclined cylinders,
fifteen and a half inches in dianmeter, and twenty in-
ches stroke. There is also a dnifing cog-wheel,
twelve and a half inches in diameter, for propelling
by a rack laid in the middle of the track the whole
length of the plane. This eog-whee! is on the middie
of a shaft lying paralle] to the axles of the driving-
whecls, and midway between the back and front ends
of the engine, and, by n crauk on each end of the
shaft, is connected to a pair of vertical eylinders, four-
teen and a half inches in dinmeter, and fourteen in-
ches stroke. This shaft is placed in a pair of strong
bearings, attached to the boiler and frame-work of the
engine, and is raised sufficiently from the rails, and
connects to the rack by an intermediate wheel, twen-
ty-eight inches in diameter, and which is capable of
being connected or disconnected instantaneously to or
from the rack, at the pleasure of the engineer, by
means of a fifth cylinder placed horizontally on top of
the boiler; and hy a crank and two rods it is connect-
ed the ends of the intermediate shaft. By admitting
steam into either end of this cylinder, the intermedi-
ate shaft and wheel are raised or lowered, at the wiil
of the engineer, and will accommodate themselves 1o
the undulations of the truck. 7The driving-shaft of the
twelve and half inch eog-wheel 1s farnished with two
friction or brake-wheels, twenty inches in diameter,
by which the progress of the engine in ascending or
descending the plane can be instantaneously stopped
or graduated 1o any degree of velocity, at ihe pleasure
of the engineer.

The machine was tried in the yard of the work-
shop, in the presence of a number of practical engi-
neers, (previous 10 being shipped to its destination,)
upon a temporary track for that purpose, and its per-
formance gave the highest satisfaction, being entirely
under the control of the engineer. It may be started,
stopped, reversed, and the gearing raised in or out of
the rack ut pleasure, without a jar, and almost instan-
tanevusly. It was also shown that by putting the n-
clined cylinders in a backward mwotion, aud the verti-
cal cylinders in a forward motion, the gearing would
cause the enginc to slide forward un the track, while
the eight driving wheels were revolving without efs
fect m a downward and backward motion, clearly
showing that by the nhove improvements the engine
will have more than double the tractive power of any
engine of the same weight. The improvement is
Mr. Andrew Cathecart, of Madison, [nd., formerly of
this city, and under whose superintendence she was
built by Mr. M. W, Baldwin.

Love axp Revesce.—Mr. Pellis, 2 man some
sixty years of age, living on MeGooper Island, re-
cently married a lady by the pame of Gueex, with
whom he lived a short time, then left her and paid
his addresses to & handsome young widow, also a
resident of the Island—she rejected his suit. On the
24 inst., he armed himsell with a rifle, pistol, bowie-
knife, and shoe-maker’s hammer and went to the
house in which the widow resided. She still persist-
ing in refusing him, he struck her on the head with
the hammer which felled her to the floor; then with
his bowie-knife ottempted 10 cui her throat; she pro-
tected her throat, but received some severe wounds
upon ber hands and arms. The screams of one or
two other ladies who were present, attracted a

man to the house. Pellis eaw him approach

fearing be would be deprived of his vicu-:.‘.:.i..a

ber by the nose and cut it off —8t. Lowis Union,

Goop Avvice.—Don't pry into the secret affairs
others. It 1s none of your business how

bor gets along, and what his income

may be, unless his arrangements

ight have you to say a word and

vice! Itis no mark

i

S
nor 10 pry into




